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INDUSTRY LEADERS SEEK G20 ICT GROUP TO ENERGIZE SUSTAINABLE GROWTH 

SEOUL November 10, 2010 - Information and communications technology (ICT) industry leaders today issued a declaration calling for the establishment of a G20 IT/Innovation Ministers group –  G20i – to energize G20 plans for sustainable economic growth.

Global ICT industry leaders met at the G20 ICT Innovation Forum in Seoul – sponsored by the G20 ICT Policy Network (G-ICT) and the Federation of Korean Information Industries (FKII) – ahead of the G20 Summit to press for recognition of ICT as a vital and ubiquitous engine of innovation. The G-ICT is a powerful combination of industry leaders from G20 national IT associations and global ICT companies.

Speaking at the forum, Phil Bond, President of TechAmerica and G-ICT spokesman, said “our declaration calls for the creation of a G20i to provide a platform for ongoing government-to-government and government-to-private sector dialogue on how ICT can contribute to G20 agenda priorities, particularly those focused on building sustainable economic growth. Our industry looks forward to contributing its expertise to support G20 efforts and initiatives." 

"ICT is essential for future prosperity but to achieve its full potential we need a new collaborative international effort," said Greg Farmer, Vice President, Government Affairs, Qualcomm and G-ICT spokesman.
FKII Chairman, Mr. Dae-Hoon Kim, said “ICT has been a key component of Korea’s transformation into a leading global economy. Following the recent global economic downturn, Korea was the first country among OECD nations to achieve economic recovery. The ICT industry has been instrumental in the bounce-back with ICT-sector trade surplus accounting for 58.9 billion USD - a record high.”  

Participants at the G-ICT meeting noted current G20 actions to swiftly address international financial system weaknesses, and stressed the need to recognize the central role of ICT in economic recovery and growth, as well as its key role enabling global financial systems and governance. Industry leaders agreed G20 attention must now begin to shift to the urgent task of job creation through smart and sustainable economic growth.

The G-ICT is now seeking support from the G20 leadership for the first G20i to take place in the second half of 2011. A G20i would convene ministers from the G20 whose portfolios include communications, information technology, and innovation. Following the G20 Seoul Summit, the G-ICT will seek to confirm support for the G20i from 2011 G20 Chair - France, 2012 G20 Chair - Mexico as well as G20 members, business leaders and key international stakeholders. 
** ** ** **
· G-ICT members include leading ICT Companies: - AT&T, HP, Intel, KT (Korea Telecom), Oracle, Qualcomm, VeriSign; and national IT Associations: AIIA (Australia), AMITI (Mexico), BRASSCOM (Brazil), CESSI (Argentina), FKII (Korea), ICT~Office (The Netherlands), Intellect (UK), ITA (South Africa), ITAC (Canada), JISA (Japan), NASSCOM (India), APKIT/RUSSOFT (Russia), Syntec informatique (France), and TechAmerica (US).  G-ICT is an initiative of the World Information Technology and Services Alliance (WITSA) - a consortium of over 70 national IT industry associations representing more than 90% of the world ICT market. 
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Today, meeting in Seoul, Korea on the eve of the G20 Seoul Summit 2010, the G20 ICT Policy Network (G-ICT) made the following declaration:

ICT contributes directly to each of the G20’s core goals and it underpins innovation and new job creation in all sectors of the global economy.  

Given this strong and deep connection to the G20 we call for the global ICT industry and G20 governments together to pursue creation of a G20i – a forum of ICT/innovation ministers – in 2011.  This G20i will be an ongoing government-to-government and ICT business-to-government collaborative platform to identify, strengthen and pursue policies and actions needed for G20 success.

As a global, connected “smart network” of ICT business and industry leaders we stand ready and committed to inform, advise and support the work and success of the G20i.

** ** ** **
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